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Explanatory Note
Safety and Justice Reform

Safety and Justice Reform is a process for improving national and local responses to
violence against women and girls by working with police and justice agencies to
analyze current practices and create new tools to increase the safety of victims and
accountability of perpetrators.

Global Rights for Women (GRW) is a leading voice in the global movement to end
violence against women and girls. GRW builds international partnerships that
advance laws, principles and practices to create communities where all women and
girls live free from violence.

GRW's Safety and Justice Reform process integrates knowledge gleaned from more
than thirty years of research, demonstration projects, and other criminal justice
work around the world. The process is based on a methodology created in Duluth,
Minnesota, US as a core component of a Coordinated Community Response (CCR),
also known as “the Duluth Model” This model was created in the context of
domestic violence, the most common form of violence against women globally.

GRW carries out the Safety and Justice Reform process by partnering with women’s
rights NGOs, the police, and other criminal justice agencies to create interventions
to address violence against women. These interventions are grounded in the input
and voices of victims of violence, consultation with community members,
practitioners, advocates, defense attorneys, researchers, agency leaders, and
experts in confronting this human rights abuse on the national and local levels.

After conducting an assessment of current practices, GRW works with law
enforcement, judicial, and advocacy leaders to create more effective criminal
justice interventions that are tailored to the local context. Examples of criminal
justice interventions created and developed as part of a Safety and Justice Reform
process include risk assessment tools, police policies, prosecution plans,



perpetrator programs, and enhancement of local Coordinated Community
Responses (CCR).

The Safety and Justice Reform process reflects the knowledge that the action of one
practitioner is strengthened by the cumulative effect of coordinated actions across
the criminal justice system. Interagency coordination is strengthened when
agencies operate and share information based on common policies and protocols.
All agencies should be guided by common risk indicators that they routinely collect,
analyze, and share.

Ensuring the visibility of previous and ongoing violence is critical -- particularly
with domestic violence victims. Tools that facilitate this visibility for every agency
include, for example, a relevant and valid risk assessment tool, and a thorough
police policy that directs a skilled response to violence. An effective police
response can lead to a successful prosecution, resulting in appropriate
accountability for the offender, thus making victims safer and reducing domestic
violence.

For more information on how Global Rights for Women can help your community
with Safety and Justice Reform, or to schedule a training, please contact Cheryl
Thomas, Executive Director, or Vayuna Gupta, Senior Legal and Policy Advisor.
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