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MUTUAL SUPPORT AND SOLIDARITY

Global Rights for Women was founded in 2014 as an organization solely dedicated
to ending gender-based violence through legal and systemic change globally and
locally. In crisis after crisis, we’ve supported front-line advocates serving victim-
survivors and built the skills of intervenors to protect victim safety. We’ve done this
during the Covid-19 pandemic, as global authoritarianism rises, and the backlash
against women’s rights grows.

It’s not a stretch to say survivors need your commitment and solidarity more than
ever. We are grateful you’ve been with us every step of the way, fighting for gender
equality and women’s right to live free from violence.  

I will never forget standing in the rain in Beijing in 1995 and hearing Hillary Clinton
at the U.N.’s 4th World Conference on Women say, “Women’s rights are human
rights.” The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action developed that year was a
visionary roadmap for achieving women’s rights. It inspired me, and legions of
feminists, to create a movement based in global solidarity. It’s why I founded Global
Rights for Women with a dedicated community of supporters like you.

Looking back we can see unmistakable progress. Since the Beijing Declaration,
there have been hundreds of reforms to laws in over 180 countries to better
address gender-based violence and discrimination. Global Rights for Women has
played a role in this milestone, partnering on 48 projects in 31 countries for
survivor-centered legal and systemic reforms.

Thanks to you, in 2024 we continued this impactful work in the Philippines, North
Dakota, Armenia and Minnesota. This is the momentum you support—community-
based organizations on the front lines of response and prevention. Global progress
would be nowhere without your dedication to envisioning a better world.

In action and solidarity, 

Cheryl Thomas 
Founder & Executive Director
Lynn Anderson
Board Chair



510,000+ people reached
on social media

IMPACT OF YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS

52 systems mapped
268 texts analyzed

26 practitioners observed

66 focus groups
conducted 

2,346 survivor voices heard

5,700+ people trained 
by cohort organizations

10,400+ people directly
impacted by law and policy

change

122+ participating
organizations

28 government agencies

Figures are self-reported by partner organizations.



Training & Education

Global Rights for Women created the Systemic
Advocacy Learning Lab (SALL) to support local
partners in driving their own advocacy and policy
change initiatives.  SALL consisted of seven
women’s NGOs with 26 participants over two years
where they engaged in analysis, review, systems
mapping, and consulting with survivors. SALL
participants gained knowledge, as well as a
framework for recommending solutions and
prevention strategies with a survivor-centered lens
to change community approaches to gender-based
violence in the Philippines.

Listening to Survivors

Throughout the listening sessions we did with
survivors in North Dakota, we heard over and over
from Native women who said they “lost their
children because of domestic violence.” Global
Rights for Women’s research confirms that North
Dakota has a high rate of removal of children from
Native American families. While 6% of children in
North Dakota are Native American, within the
child welfare system, 41% are Native. To address
this punitive and discriminatory practice, GRW
recommended culturally responsive and trauma-
informed care with tribally-affiliated organizations
across programs to ensure Native survivors have
access to services that meet their needs.

“I got my kids taken away even though I’m the one that called for help. I
was tired of my abuser breaking my ribs.”--Native American survivor

“Throughout SALL we gained valuable insights, tools, and strategies.
SALL has strengthened our capacity to adopt a systemic lens in

addressing migration and gender-based violence, highlighting the
interconnectedness of policy, service delivery and survivor

experiences.”--Center for Migrant Advocacy

*names and images of
survivors are pseudonyms
to preserve privacy

WHO YOUR CONTRI



With support from Global Rights for Women,
Armenia passed its first domestic violence law,
and in 2024 made amendments to the law to
strengthen protections for survivors. Yet only
0.4% of women in Armenia report incidents,
compared to the global average of 9%. To find
out more about the barriers survivors face, the
Women’s Support Center in Yerevan invited GRW
to assess the police response to domestic
violence, and hold survivor focus groups in three
regions of the country. Armenian agencies are
now preparing to do police training and create a
coordinated community response for improved
service to survivors.

Legal & Policy Reform 

Systemic Advocacy

“The police appeared in two hours and the first 15 minutes were terrible
because they were blaming me, asking, ‘What was the issue? What was

the reason you’ve been hit?’--Armenian survivor

BUTION SUPPORTS

GRW continues promoting the recommendations
of our report on the Minneapolis police response
to domestic violence. As part of this advocacy,
GRW is supporting a Native American community
member whose niece died of head trauma in 2024.
Her safety was repeatedly compromised by police
inaction after she had reported domestic assault
numerous times. As a result of collective activism,
the Minneapolis City Council passed an After-
Action review of the police actions related to the
case. This puts a spotlight on how victim-survivors
are treated when they reach out for help, and how
an improved response to domestic violence will
save lives.

“How many times did my niece have to call police before they did
something?”--domestic violence victim’s aunt



Event Sponsorships
$55,775 (6.7%)

Foundation Gifts
$106,560 (12.8%)

In-Kind Contributions
$34,096 (4.1%)

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Individual Contributions
$556,606 (67.2%)

Service Contracts
$76,543 (9.2%)

Total Expenses: $868,247
Net Revenue: -$38,667

Total Revenue: $829,580

This is where we need your support. 
We need revenue to help us bridge the gap between our
expenses and what it costs to do this work. Scan the QR

code, or visit globalrightsforwomen.org/donate



THANK YOU TO OUR COMMUNITY

Lynn Anderson, Board Chair 
EVP & General Counsel, Holiday Companies

Rebecca J. Bentzinger, Certified Clinical Pastoral
Educator, UnityPoint Health

Kari Bjorhus, Development & Communications
Chair, Global Communications Executive
(retired)

Jane Blaney, Associate General Counsel –
Technology and Artificial Intelligence,
UnitedHealth Group

Kathryn G. Brackney, Treasurer and Finance
Chair, Appliance & Retail Consultant (retired)

Holly Eng, Vice Chair, Senior Vice President
Law – Food Enterprise, Cargill 

Richard Ihrig 
Lawyer, Private Practice

Imani Jaafar, Director Lead Risk Consultant,
Target Corporation

Our Foundation Partners: Anonymous (3), Big Lots Foundation, Carlson Family
Foundation, Cummins Powers Women, The David Winton Bell Foundation,
Duluth Superior Area Community Foundation, Fredrikson & Byron Foundation,
The Lulu Foundation, McNeely Foundation, The Newhall Schleuss Family
Foundation, Smikis Foundation, United HealthGroup

We are grateful to these dedicated individuals for their service to our global mission during 2024.

Jim Jacobson, Senior Vice President &
General Counsel, Medica (retired)

Imrana Jalal,Special Project Facilitator, Asian
Development Bank

Kelley Lindes, Financial Services
Professional and Consultant

Rachel Pollock, Governance Committee
Chair, Vice President and General Counsel,
Meritex
 
Steve Quam, Eminent Domain Lawyer,
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.

Christina Ruhinda, Executive Director,
Tanzania Network for Legal Aid Providers

Becky Thorson 
Lawyer (retired)

Patrick Weiland, Producer and Director,
President at Intuitive Content

To all of our supporters, staff, volunteers, consultants and interns, we
could not have met the challenges of 2024 without you. With each

contribution, you deepen our impact, and make way for a future of peace
 and security free from gender-based violence. Thank you all.



333 N. Washington Avenue, Ste 409,
Minneapolis, MN 55401, USA

A Huge Thank You
 to All Our Partners

 and Supporters


