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Global Rights for Women has worked
with anti-violence advocates in Armenia
since its inception in 2014, and was
invited to Armenia in 2023 on a
diplomatic tour focused on advancing
the human rights of women. The U.S.
Embassy’s Public Diplomacy Section, in
close collaboration with INL and USAID
Armenia, organized a series of
workshops, presentations, lectures and
roundtables.

To strengthen Armenian

civil society and justice

sector capacity to

effectively respond to

gender-based violence.



 

 

however, domestic violence remains

a serious hurdle as the country seeks

full democratization. 

According to civil society advocacy

organizations, there are many

challenges to the law’s

implementation, and while

numerous amendments have already

been proposed to strengthen its

implementation, these amendments

have not been passed to date. The

country also offers few GBV shelters

for victims particularly outside of the

capital Yerevan.

GRW has hosted Armenian anti-

violence advocates in Minnesota and

traveled to Armenia to work with

partners to end domestic violence. 

Program Background

Violence against women and girls

remains a significant problem in

Armenian society – which is

consistent with the global scope of

the problem. 

Gender-based violence prevents

women and girls from fully

participating in society, and

weakens the social fabric that binds

communities together, slowing the

progress espoused during- and

post-Armenia’s 2018 Velvet

Revolution, as well as preventing

the achievement of a diversified and

resilient civil society. 

 A recent report by Armenia’s Office

of the Human Rights Defender

asserted “there is no adequate

protection and redress for victims

of domestic violence provided by

the State authorities…many women

feel safer to refer their cases to the

NGOs rather than police or other

state authorities. As a result, such

cases are underreported.”

Armenia did pass a landmark

domestic violence law in 2017;



The U.S. Embassy in Yerevan

engaged Armenians in Global Rights

for Women’s trainings and

consultations across the law

enforcement and justice sectors,

civil society, media, and higher

education institutions on the

principles of coordination and

collaboration to more effectively

address gender-based violence.

Throughout the March 2023

program, participants discussed the

current state of domestic and

gender-based violence in Armenia.

The program was launched with a

roundtable discussion, followed by a

training at the U.S. Embassy

focused on combating gender-

based violence with 40

representatives of non-government

organizations (NGOs) working on

countering GBV. 

Training and Technical Assistance

Thomas also led a training organized

by the Embassy for members of the

law enforcement community,

Prosecutor General’s Office, and

other justice sector partners on the

topic of improving response to

criminal domestic violence and

sexual assault cases. The group

included representatives from the

National Police, State Probation

Service, Investigative Committee,

and civil society advocates. 

Additionally, Thomas served as a

panelist at the Katarine Women’s

Political Leadership Program with

National Democratic Institute (NDI)

which trains women to run for office

and to serve as leaders, GBV

discussion and as a trainer at a

Community Level Access to Social

Services (CLASS) training program

for social workers.



GRW Guiding Principles

Global Rights for Women (GRW)

grounds its work in the knowledge

that effective implementation of GBV

laws relies on coordination and

collaboration of the community

stakeholders. GRW has developed

programs based on organizing

principles and decades of experience

of the ‘Duluth Model’ of Coordinated

Community Response to meet the

urgent need around the world.   

In the 1980’s, with this model,

Minnesota became a pioneer and

innovator in domestic and sexual

violence and in coordinating a

community to keep women and

children safer and hold violent

offenders accountable. Now, the

Duluth Model of CCR is being

replicated around the world and in

2014, it received the World Future

Council’s Future Policy Award as the

world’s best practice to address

violence against women.  

https://www.theduluthmodel.org/about-us/
https://www.theduluthmodel.org/about-us/
https://www.worldfuturecouncil.org/us-vice-president-joe-biden-visits-duluth/
https://www.worldfuturecouncil.org/us-vice-president-joe-biden-visits-duluth/


Global Rights for Women plans to continue our

long time work with anti-violence advocacy

groups.

Alongside partner organizations, we will

monitor the implementation of the 2017

Domestic Violence Law and build capacity–

through inter-agency coordination–to deliver

remedies to survivors and hold offenders

accountable. 

The U.S. Embassy—through its INL office—is

exploring new programming to address

domestic and GBV, such as the introduction of

a Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE)

program and a victim and witness protection

program.

By the Numbers

14

Presentations and

Trainings

200

 Participants

2

Media events

Next Steps

Consult on DV Law

At panel discussions and

meetings, Thomas met with

professionals who have

been actively involved in the

drafting and deliberations of

proposed amendments to

the Armenian domestic

violence and sexual assault

laws. She shared her

international experience and

offered recommendations to

proposed Armenia’s

domestic violence

legislation.



Program Partners and Supporters

To learn more about Global Rights for Women, please visit our website at:

www.globalrightsforwomen.org. 

For specific questions about future workshops, please contact Executive Director, Cheryl

Thomas, cthomas@grwomen.org. 

Armavir Development Center

Armenia Women’s Resource Center

Community Level Access to Social Services

(CLASS) 

Embassy Yerevan’s Public Diplomacy Section

Hetq Mixed Media Factory

International Narcotics and Law Enforcement

Affairs (INL)

Katarine Women’s Political Leadership

Program with National Democratic Institute

(NDI) 

Open World Exchange

USAID Armenia

Yerevan State University

Cheryl Thomas represented Global Rights for

Women in a five-day program consisting of

round-table discussions, interactive

workshops, presentations, and one-on-one

engagements in Yerevan, as well as in the

rural communities of Hrazdan and Armavir.


