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Using survivor-centered,
trauma-informed
approaches to gather
data for a nationwide
survey of gender-based
violence.

Global Rights for Women provided

guidance on survey questions,

methodology, and training for data

collectors. 

Global Rights for Women
working in partnership with
Equality Bahamas, Sanigest
Internacional, and other
community leaders to
implement a prevalence
survey of gender based-
violence



Program Background

In the Caribbean region further
research is needed on violence
against women (VAW) and intimate
partner violence (IPV) – where a
lack of prevalence data is apparent.

 In general, crime and violence
research activities come with their
own unique challenges but
determining the prevalence of
VAW is even more difficult than
the other types for a variety of
reasons – including but not limited
to a lack of consensus on what
constitutes abuse and violence,
and which data collection
instruments are valid and reliable.

Further, because nationwide data
collection on VAW is rare, it is
believed that there is significant
underestimation of the problem.

In early 2014, UN Women, the IDB,
CARICOM statistical experts,
government experts and NGOs
came together to review ways to
assess the prevalence of gender-
based violence and agreed to
CARICOM piloting and adopting a
CARICOM Model on National
Prevalence Surveys on Gender-
Based Violence. 

Subsequently, with the agreement
of the Ministry of National Security
of The Bahamas, a partnership was
developed between the
Government of The Bahamas and
the Inter-American Development
Bank (IDB) to implement the first
national prevalence survey on
Gender-based violence (GBV) in
The Bahamas. 



Program Background Continued

Global Rights for Women was
contacted by research firm
Sanigest Internacional to advise on
the development of the first-ever
prevalence survey for gender-
based violence in the Bahamas. 

We provided guidance on survey
questions, methodology, and
training for data collectors. Several
adaptations for data collection
questions and techniques were
required as the nationwide survey
was to be conducted during the
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Global Rights for Women advised
Sanigest and the survey advisory
team through these changes,
including consulting on the safe
administration of the survey for
survivors of gender-based violence
via phone interviews.

Global Rights for Women and
Equality Bahamas co-lead a
qualitative data collection and
analysis to design and conduct six
survivor focus group sessions and
three semi-structured roundtable
discussions with experts. 

Global Rights for Women
transcribed session recordings
analyzed results and reported
findings in the context of
proposing an enhanced model for
coordinated care for gender-based
violence (GBV) survivors in the
Bahamas, integrating international
standards for coordinated
responses to violence against
women and girls.



GRW Guiding Principles
At the forefront of our work is
listening to survivors. The Bahamas
partnership included opportunities
to hear survivor voices and learn
from their experiences through
one-on-one interviews and focus
groups. What they told us will be
used as the basis for
transformational systems and
policy change in their country.

Centering the input from
victims about their experience
of abuse and experiences with
agencies is vital to know if
services are effective. 
Usage of victim advocates to
facilitate victim participation.
Inter agency coordination -
recognizing that coordination
across responding agencies is
necessary to gather common
risk marks to be shared and
analyzed, and recognizing that
domestic violence involves a
number of different levels of
government responses. 

Recognition that the majority
of DV cases are usually part of
a patterned use of coercion,
and to gather and recognize all
of the available information
about the full scope of abuse
occurring in a relationship
Encourage relationship
building between victims and
agencies 
Understanding VAW/DV is a
social problem based on the
inequality of men and women
in the culture.



By the Numbers

13

Survivors participated in
focus groups

6
Sessions with survivors

3

Roundtables conducted
with field professionals

First prevalence study on
violence against women

conducted in the
Bahamas

The objective of this project is to collect

data from a sample of women in The

Bahamas in order to document intimate

partner violence (IPV), other types of

violence against women (VAW) and related

phenomena in the country. 

The main activities required to fulfill this

consultancy is the delivery of a Women’s

Health Survey in The Bahamas (and

corresponding report) and the design of

comprehensive care model for women who

experience sexual violence based on the

results. 

Project Goals

15
Agencies represented by

field professionals 

1st



Program Partners and Supporters

To learn more about Global Rights for Women, please visit our website at:
www.globalrightsforwomen.org. 

For specific questions about future workshops, please contact Executive Director, Cheryl
Thomas, cthomas@grwomen.org.

Ministry of National Security in the
Commonwealth of the Bahamas

Global Rights for Women
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Training
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